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1st November 1956 a date of significance, when the newly formed state of Madhya
Pradesh came into existence. This so called heart of India was formed into a new state by
the merging of Mahakoshal, Madhya Bharat, Vindhya Pradesh and Bhopal. These above
mentioned territories which had been under different administrations, have been bound
into the gentle yet beautiful bonds of cultural coordination, common language and similar
social traditions to fulfill the strong ambitious objectives of well organized economic
development, ease of administration and national unity and strength.

1 November 1956, a new chapter in the history of India, that gave shape to many
dreams and erased the existence of the old states. The states took a new form and the
boundaries of the states took a new turn on India's stage. Amidst such a dramatic turn
of events, a surge of unwavering unity emerged to bind the people of Bharat with each
other more strongly and thread them all into One Nation. The newly created boundaries
of the states had the potential to accommodate the diversity of different states of the
country. According to the recommendations of the State Reorganization Commission,
a new chapter in Indian history had been written by reorganising the boundaries of the
state in the country.

The organisation of the State Reorganisation Commission, itself has an inherent
history. The reorganisation of Indian states was a historical process and not an accidental
coincidence. The State Reorganisation was the embodiment of the desire which was born
during the reign of the Britishers. In fact, scientific reorganisation of states was inevitable
in India. It can be said that the formation of the former states in India was not done on any
systematic basis; in fact the boundaries were formed on the basis of the extent of the
territories of the rulers. In the earlier times, the rise and formation of different states of

_‘ India had been the direct result of the factors like:- the selfish interest of the the Maharajas
. and the Nawabs, the greed to acquire more territories and also the various alliances
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To achieve this board objective of National Welfare, the Governmen of Ing
appointed the State Reorganisation Commission which after extensively studyings
the questions related to state reorganisation presented its recommendations to
Government of India, Based on the above recommendations, a bill was presentedinti jr
Indian Parliament which was passed and enacted as the State Reorganisation Act1%
According to this act, on 1st November 1956, new states were established& ;;
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resources, provided suitable conditions for many new industries. With a promising future
and full of future developmental possibilities, Madhya Pradesh established a strong
administrative system. Surely, the creation of new Madhya Pradesh was a glorious pageant
of the culture of the region situated in the heart of country.

The inclusion of constituent areas in the newly formed Madhya Pradesh had
resulted from the recommendations of the State Reorganisation Commission. On one
hand, the new Madhya Pradesh presented diversity of culture and language, on the other
it had a strong economic base. At the same time, there were infinite possibilities of
development in the state due to the multiplicity of economic growth and natural resources.
The State Reorganisation has expressed its view in the regard - By our estimation, Madhya
Pradesh will have a new financially substantial revenue savings. Ultimately, it can be said
that the newly formed government will have least financial difficulty. In addition to this, the
State Reorganization Commission had written - As a result of the separation of eight
Marathi districts of Uttar Pradesh, the question of the future of the remaining 14 districts
come to us. We had to think on this question with the future of other Hindi- speaking
states - Madhya Bharat, Vindhyachal and Bhopal. The following conclusion of the
Commission is important in favour of the merger of the remaining constituent areas- Madhya
Bharat, Vindhya Pradesh and Bhopal which together from the Mahakaushal region :-

"We made a thorough examination of the proposal of keeping Central India a
separate state with the current form or border changes. Clearly we feel that the arguments
presented against the merger of Middle India are not as substantive. Also, there are
many more important reasons that prove that it would be desirable to build a large unit
in the long-term".

Regarding Vindhya Pradesh the Commission has written - "this state was in
initially designated as 'B' category state. However, it was later converted into a centrally
administered unit, as it was thought that due to political and economic backwardness of
the state, it could not be administrated in the same way as the 'B' category states. In this
regard, when the Central government had to take the decision, the idea of the government
was to divide Vindhya Pradesh and merge it with neighbouring states. The Government of
India had decided not to keep Vindhya Pradesh as separated entity, due to various reasons;
they are of equal importance even today. The Commission, while expressing its
determination regarding the merger of Vindhya Bharat and Bhopal, has written about
certain so - called inconveniences- " There is no doubt that the benefits of making Vindhya
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Bhopal for the merger before this period, the Bhopal administration shoyg keep
present administration. The State Reorganisation Commission hag further i thy
"This period (of 5 years) is now over so the problem now also does not comg inthe :’n.
of Bhopal's merger. One benefit from the merger of Bhopal will be that mGXim:‘j
development of this area will be possible. In many places, the river Narmag, sets
boundary of Madhya Pradesh and Bhopal and many schemes are going on, or e goine
to start at many places on this border; but these schemes are located on the bOrder;
Madhya Pradesh. We have come to know that a big dam is being built on the Narmag,
River near Jabalpur. Alarge part of Bhopal will be benefited from one of the twq Maj,
canals originating from the dam".

With the above findings of the State Reorganisation Commission, in relation
the former Central India, East Vindhya Pradesh and East Bhopal, the need for the
reconstitution of the present form of the state with other constituent states make the
advantages more clear.

In relation to the prosperity and future of newly formed Madhya. Pradesh, the
opinion of the state Reorganisation Commission holds a Iot of relevance, in which itis said
- "The creation of such a state in this part of the country and the division of Madhya

have any hesitation in recommending the
boundaries”. |t is clear from the study o
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