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In the general context a family means a group of

ir close blood relatives and other relatives who

a nts,.the without any self interest and accept all the fg

Spons'?le in nature, while in the larger context g family

comlﬂgto certain friends, neighbours or to g group of

extended ”z interest. In Hindu outcome of life this idea has been extended upto the

nobhbizts::d where the whole universe is supposed to be a family and all people and
farthe

Is even un-animated things are thought of having the same soul content hence the
anima vasudhaiva Kutumbakam came into existence.
m

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan is also of the view that "The inventions of sciencg and

I the political concepts, and the economic ideas are bringing the world into a
techno Ogy’hbourhood, and it is our great hope that this neighbourhood, may be
s ne|gd into a true brotherhood. The world must become our home, if we are to save
transforms e."' (P.47) In this way we can look towards the aim of human being's life as
B ratiié w0|:ld of intellect, this world of divided consciousness, with its discords,
to glrf)rw fr:;ma life of harmony, of freedom, of love. Ultimately it is the humanity, which
dualities ~ inas:
should bevthe re!len ts;hnuon\::;t:;lsaashi Deshpande we come across the theme of life,

lnfalr::iczjle class families from the perspective of won-‘len chardclers: Almo.st.all

ol nists of her novels are mixture of tradition and modernity, tilting
the female protas?gws of life, accepting some bold steps according to the fixed norms.of
towards ol V ty but all o’f them retreat themselves in the end for the sgke of family
Ere SOCI?tI}"] mselves also. In this context the latest novel of Shashi Deshpande
T E:)lished in 2013 again centers round the theme of thc? meaning ot:IZ
The.Shadow Pla')r/] pzf a successful life in facing the problems of life and .trylng tOSU';:::mS
:::;:y,::n::)zarg I(fgmily in the larger context which ingludes fne.mlj'?, r;ilgt::ssrin;proviné
servz:,nts, and sometimes strangers too) QiV“T'Q MEanits to theiriie
oneselfin this condition to a super stage of spirituality. Aru is the representative

The protagonist in the novel Arundhati called Ar 4 can live life on her own
' b is also financially independentand ¢ derstands
nellectual class women who is also be the person who not only unde
terms. But throughout the novel she chooses to be

people who belong to same
care for each other and feel
mily members with all their
is that group which can be
people who share common

short

dictu

of an
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the novel but also feels it and helps them OVercom,

for the cause of 8 larger family and it gives Meanin,
- smber among the charaes,...
to her character. In the novel she works as the binding mt(mr:ild o S’mil C;tncgdcters.
o her ch : £ ‘ gl g il
around whom all the characters rovolve. Aru.l-"‘s the ::lc:’n:othor i pa}tfiem) Zfr;to
along with gra S the
take care of her two younger sister 558 arodae 16 Bl
father (has left the home and mother died thereafte;. feh:;j:d h‘i)m gHe gever t;\;d fa:\her
re very young an : wihyis
because he left them when they we yy ometimes after he left they receiveq the,

ing and where is he going to? It was s : . -
:::af:;rg him that he is in Himalaya region travelling, to find out a place for himseif,

: i i is not outspoke

this universe. Aru has so many com'plalnts agalnSLh:fr“ t:]:tuir:ie:\glgsherfor ) f;ng t?r:;frank
enough to ask him directly the questions that have be e

After her mother's death her father Gopal ha's to c.ome' backto .elr ome where
he feels strange and finally feels relaxed in his relationship wnt-h Ka.stu:, a t.enant. to the
house of Charu (Aru's younger sister who is a doctor and lives In America Wlth.he,-
husband Hrishi) and is a very practical, social and independent modern womz'an who liveg
her life on her own terms and conditions. Initially Aru does not like h'er father's ease with
Kasturi and talks to Charu on phone about it, feels herself small minded, mear.1, selfish
after knowing the views of Charu who says, 'So what, Aru? If Papa's'fou!nd a friend you
should be glad for him. Poor Papa, he had a bad time'. (109) Charu’s V.IEWS on Kasturi
and their Papa's relationship make Aru realize that Charu is more considerate than her
and thinks that it may be due to her normal life as she is the mother of a child and Aru
herselfis issueless, so unconsiderate. She realizes the need of a child in her family to feel

the situations of other characters of
this situations in this way she works

for others.
Aru helps Gracy a small girl whose mother is killed in a bomb attack, selflessly.

Tressa, Gracy's mother was a maid in Aru's office who is killed but the small girl is waiting
in the school for her mother to receive her. Aru goes to school, brings the child to her
family and takes care of her until her father Ramu comes to fetch her after all the rituals
are completed. It helps Aru grow in her grace and in her relations with her father and
husband too. Gopal says, "Gracy was with us for two days we- Rohit, Aru and | - put
everything aside and spent all our time with her. Even aru and | seemed to recover a bit of
our lost companionship as we shared the heavy load of the child's loss and tried to keep
the knowledge of her mother's death from her." (160) It shows that any act of caring done
selflessly helps you grow spiritually and lets you become generous in realizing others
behaviour. This bond of altruistic love makes a man more graceful and the concept of
large family gets solidarity.

In the meantime Aru, realizes that Kasturi is not a 'bad woman' as she had
thought about her, but a very straightforward, practical woman who not only helps caf
:’lfss:at\jvoc);rli-\?ekre:: rtspi?:eadcgagce f” e 'dil‘ector's ofceibul alsois afilend (e &0

y Nagi, her maid. Even she is liked by Seema her youngest
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\t again raises a questioniin her mind that why arm | & in
1 ler' . § A 7 b,
* of yestioning ONes conscience and trying to ge Proper answer te, i |
iri o > & -
act the act of spiritual growth in which aman comeos oul is the

jzation i i f

+d 100KS around himselfand finds out the rengone for other's be
o8 o to him by this time and goes forward in the direction of oy
strad oAU grows in the novel and we, ourselves, grow while re
are: Aru continues 1o help Gracy as her father is in trouble
<ociety: They wanthim to remarry but he thinks aboyt the future
S cially, and legally. The contact with the girl arouses the i
des to adopt a child which had been a diffi

tolerant SO salfish? This
>

act of salt
of his seft made shall ¢f

haviout whiek ware
accepting thern as thay
ading it.

regarding his mother and

sfaction. .

The novel also discusses the age long issue of 3 daughter and son in Indian
zmilies. Aru recollects that her grandmother Kalyani's mother Monorama had rejected
her because she was a daughter and Kalyani was again rejected by her hufsband
pecause she had lost her son. On the other hand Ary thinks of her parents that how the
loved the three sisters and took care of them. She also thinks of the letter Kalyani hac);
received from her s-chool teacher Yamunabai about her unhappiness at not having a son.
yamunabai had written :

"What we really wantis that we should not be forgotten. That our lives should not
be completely wiped out as if we have never been. Very few of us can do great deeds
which will be remembered for all time. But most of us will live in our children. Does it make
a difference wheter it's a son or a daughter who remembers you, Manu? You will live in
your daughter, as much as you would in a son. The family name is something we have
created ourselves, it has not meaning. Look at me, | have no children, but all of you, my
students, are like my daughters, no, your are my daughters ...." (216)

So, we find, that this broader concept of family is the central theme of the novel.
This letter gives Aru real strength to adopt a child. She thinks, 'Girl or boy, adopted or
_ natural child - what does it matter? The child will be mine, she will be ours, Rohit's and
mine.' (217) Thus, life is all from particular to general. Itis all about being happy in other's
happiness. This is the real satisfaction of life.

Then Aru faces the most difficult moment of her life when she comes back home
with Rohit having a New Year's Eve dinner in her mother-in-law's house and is given the
news of Seema's rape. Seema had gone away with Nikhil her cousin and was ggng
raped by his friends. Aru feels perplexed and looses control over her mind. At this time
she is helped by Kasturi, that Kasturi who was a 'bad woman' to her. Sheﬁ npt f)nl)' looks
after Seema, asks Rohit to call a doctor and takes care of Aru also. So, this ns.lnfa.‘A ;1:1"
9ets maturity with time. Time is the greatest teacher of life. Time changed the views of Aru

sgli
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(ul woman' Inside her as she grows wit, fime

d she goes forward, more boldly, towargg the
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for Kasturi and she now realizes the 'beauti
Kasturi is added to her family after Gracy an

adoption of a new member for her family. ' - '
When the baby girlis broughtto theirfamulyAru s mother-in-law (who had 'ﬂitiany

opposed the idea of adoption) names her Kalyani Gauri. On the day of naming ceremOny
almost all the characters of the novel come to greet her e.md. she and Rohit fing
themselves busy in managing the needs of the child. Wh.en sheisgivena bOtfle' of milk,
feed, the novelist makes the meaning of love and family clear by saying, “Finally, {p,
baby begins drinking and there is blessed silence. She is very hungry, at first she takeg
huge gulps, scarcely stopping to breathe. Butin a while she Settlc?s down to a steady
rhythm of drinking, her eyes fixed unwaveringly on Aru's face, her tll:ly hands, clencheg
into fists, digging into Aru's body, her plump little legs in constant motlo.n. Aru looks down
at her, her heart turns over and she thinks jubilantly - so this is it, this is it." (294) The
feeling of being a motherfills her with completeness and she enjoys her family life.

Thus we see that through the character of Aru, Shashi Deshpande, the novelist,
makes it clear that man's evolution is bound up with his conscious effort. As man is an
unfinished being, he needs to grow into a regenerate being and permit the currents of

universal family life to flow through him. In this way they can become ideal self and a
utions to the contemporary problems of

model of inspiration for others. Giving sol
terrorism and women's abuse in the society, the novelist gives the massage that when
nt observation, questioning and

mankind awakes to the truth (through consta
comprehension) universal brotherhood will follow. One who is able to love all, considers

this universe his own family and certainly in this situation, he will not look upon human

beings as though they were irresponsible things, other's liabilities. Such a man will boldly

work for a society in which man can be free and fearless, a subject not an object. He will

oppose terror and cruelty and stand by the outcast and the refugee. Thus he will become

the voice of those who have not voice and will be able to give meaning to hislife.
Notes

1. Redhakrishnan S., Essays on Religion, Science and Culture, Orient Paper Backs,

2008, p.47.

2. Deshpande Shashi, Shadow Play, Aleph Book Company, 2013.
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