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DISPLACEMENT AND MALNUTRITIONAMONG TRIBALS IN
BALAGHATKANHA NATION PARK

[kr. Anjane Nenua
Diepit. Of Home Science
(avi. Excellenpe Girks P0G College Sagar (MP.)

The mile of development prmecis @ a mpidly developing country like India cannot be
overemphasired. For the econmmic gromth of any mation, developmen projects are considered mevitshle.
Besides projects aimed &t creatimg or emprovement of infrastrocture fike roads. milway imcks. dams,
bridges., acrsdromes, sic.. thiose iniended for protection of waldiife like Kanha Nation Parks or creation of
matinnal parks eic ., also come under the colegory of development projects. Il B a well-known fact thm
most of these projecs unformnaiely mduce displacement o fousting of people from thewr tmdgional
habiatats. Such displacement conses peofound econoanic, social snd coltural disnsption po the life of peaple
affected by il {(Parssurnman. 3005). People affecied by such dispiacensent or ‘oustmg' are left with no
other opdion but o seek and st 1o new enditlemsend and nocess to fresh and many o times now-feasdhle
sources of livelibood. However, development projects imdoce desplacememst of irhal and other people
from their ancesimal hahitats and canse larpe-scale loss of their rmiditvonal accupatons. Thas, throwgh the
carefully planned ond podiciously executed development projecis bave been mstumental m the fasier
economi growih of the nation. they ofien have o be painful.

This paper anempis to @ke 8 closer look at imspact of displascement on livelibood of the tribals in
Balaghntkanhs Natiom Park i Amamwab Dhstrici. The paper also tnes to outline the impendmg
problems that ase likely o affect the hivelihoods of people in generml and children i pariicular afier
displacement and doring the process of displacemem. I also aftemipis 10 soggest a socil work
imiervenbon model crealed (o offset the impaci of displacement. The paper = largely based on empirical
ifata collected from the people of six villages (three displaced villages and three villages o be displaced )
in the Balnghatkanha Notion Park area.

DEFENDENCE OF TRIBAL ON NATURAL RESOURCES

The very great dependence of the inbals an the common property resowrces (CPRs) is 0 cocial
fnosor. Muxch of their food and other daily needs are med by the forest even in areas where there s been
massive deforesiabion in recent decades. The mon-vwood forest produce (NWTFP) they use as food includes
planiz, froits, flovsers and leaves of varous types. Truditiosally arcond 80 percent of their food come
from these resources and from shifting colivvation on forest land, Even after deforesiation, abom 504 per
cent of the food comes from the ame source which has been confirmed by many studies. (Femamndes,
199782 More than B0 trees and planss inclnding Mohua, Bel, Sal and Tendu are used by the mbals as
food (Fermandes, Memon and Yiegas, 198B:150-153). Amoeg Froits that are wsed by the tmibals are
famphal. Sitaphal, Mango, lacdkfrait, Janwan, Tamannd, eic.

Acoordimg 1o the Zoological Sarvey of India, Kolksm. & jeast B9 varicties of neammmails, hinds,
repitles. fish, insects eic. are used by the tnbals for medicinal purposes. ( Joseph, 19927804},

Foduder and tinher are piler benefils the tmbhal get from forest (Ramchandaran, 1997 [1.]3).
Trodstiomally, the forest dwellers have also been dependent on forest for bmdding their hooses. small
timber for agrcolneml implemenss, fumiiure, ropes, man. charpoy and other. daily needs. However,
inhals consisme less timber than the whan muddle class does. According 1o one estimate, e hoese,
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agriculieml implements and fuminese together comsusme around ore cum af fimber while an urhan mmddle
class family owning & o bedrmom house, consumes approximately 3 cuem (Fernandes, Mempon and
Viegm, [988: 1535.154). Fences around the fields io protect from wild animals amd foel wood are other
needs of the trebals, which ore Rlfilled by the forest. Owe can thms see their total dependence an the
forest. 'When these souarces are threatened they are bound to foel nsecare.

NATIONAL SCEMARIO OF DISPLACENMENT. RESETTLEMENT AND REHABILITATION

Studies indicste that developmeni-induced displacement has been one of the majr conses of
deprival of lIvelibood of the people in Indin. According o the Govermment of Madhoy Pradesh
classificatbon, in the project affocied people 98 per cent of the population belongs o *Backward Classes®
and anly 2 per cent of the populstion m prsgect areas bebong fo Maratha, Balamios and the economically
and socmally hegher caste groops. (ud of the |7 lakh persons displaced by 119 Central ond Staole
govemnmen schemes a siagpenng B lakh, re.. more than hall were iribals. Mines have displaced over 21
lakh peruoms dunng the past 40 years which inclodes |3 lakh tribals. A 1987 Governmen of Indsa repon
clamms that 85 lakh tribals have been displaced m least once. Another estimate spppests that the iogal
mumber of DFs/PAPs m India between 1951-91 is 213 lakh and pemrly &5 of them are tnbaks. i friher
mentioned that anly 53 8 lakh persoms or 25 per ceni of them have been resetibed. The totsl member of
rescitled tnbaks among them was omly 21 Inkh persoms thus mdecabing that nearly 73 per cent of the
trihals were pot reseitled at all

OUTCOME OF DMSPLACEMENT & RESETTLEMENT

The inypariant factor is pamciy of benefits. Muoch of the land anensgpied o be ke wnken away
from them & Conmnon Property (CPRS). If in i forestland, the law gives no rights whastever 1o the people
cven though they might bave msed ot s their fivelihood for several generations (Sangh, 19897
Traditicnally no compersation has been paid for il

One of the tagedies of forced displacement is that while in sl cases, persons displaced Ly
pxtural disasters or commmmal violence are sble o retumn (o their onginal habetal, this chowe is pol
available to those desplaced or those whose liveliboods are odversety affecied.

In the process of displacemsnt. not only those who hold fand i their possesion and have
dwellng houses, etc are displaced as a comsequences of the soquisition of thewr lsnds, but the
displacement extends eqgmlly o the oo dependence of system mcluding the. tfenamts, share coppers,
Lndless laboarers, snd akso camying on any made, ocoupaison. calling or wosking for any gain wihin
such areas. All such persons are affected and deprived of their liveldhood.

Lamflessness.  Joblesspess  (reducison  in employment  oppostunsties),  Homelessness,
Margmalization, Food Insecuriy |uncerinin oppormities and reduced wapes in and arcemd resettled
villagesh. Morhidity and Disarticulation are the nesults of forced displacement.

MALNUTRITION AND STARVATION DEATHS SCENARIO IN MADHAY FRADESH AND
BALAGHAT

Accordimg fo the Indin Homan Righis Annoal Reponi 2005, the trnbals are peorest in the Staie
and they become disproporionse viclims of starvation death. In the face of govemneental opathy,
hamger. malmmrition and death have become a way of life for the indigenous peoples in Madhay Pradesh
Crovernment records in Jume MW showed that ous of 37,524 childeen below the ape of six in Balaghat
regiom. only 12,376 were of normal weight . The ress wese suffening from vanous grades of malsairmion.
with over a thousand under the severely malnosinshed calegones. Activists, however, claimed that mone
then 50 per cent of the children were malnomrished in the fwio bodcs of Cisms md Chikbaldhaa, and a2
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beast W00 chebdren had died since Apnl 2004 In Joly 2004, the govemmena claimed that onby B6 children
heauf diedd from Apnl 6 June 2N

Thas is despue the fact that om 5 June 2HM. govermment acknorwledged ihai more than 90000
tmbal children below the age of six years died of stervation and malnutrition in 15 dismces of Madhay
Pradesh between Aprd 2008 and May 2Kk, Doring Aprl-May X6 alone as many as | 0] children
reportedly died of malmstricon. Oat of them, 86 children died m Dharni and Chikakdham @iukas @ the
Balnghat regicn of Ammavati district. Every yeas, ol least 500 children reporiedly die of maknuindson
related camses in Balaghat region. The Director admited thar there were desthe of 1041 children in
April-May 2004 des v vanioes other reasons like wyphoid, puesmonia and smake biles  besides

There were litle sernos attempes to cstml malputrition and starvetson denihs, " Operatson Kam®
programne umched in June 2KM by the Ammvat dising adminisimteon failed 1o contral malnobriton
deaths. The scheme covered only the grade four malnounshed children, that too not withom dispangy. To
ensure the Adivasis' presence ot the hospitals, the state pov emmend provided a daly paymem of Bs &
each., the equivalent to & day's wage. Buol the insincenty on ithe par of the admimistmtion and health de
partment is best exposed from the reported stasement of Dr Geetangadi Joshi, a medical officer ot the
Jamser Primary Healh Cemtre: "The adivasis ase basicalfly dirty so0 we don't bodher too mnch abom
brygiene . They wonldn't anderstand”® .

Acoomfing 1w the Chidd Moradity Evalustion Commétiee headed by leading health activist Abhay
Bang, set up by the govemment of Madhay Prsdesh to study the problem of mfant mortality i the state.
an estimaicd |60 infapts die every year due 10 mabmatrigion i Madhay Pradesh. The commanee beld
that apathy and pegligence oo the part of the saie's bealthcare machmery were respansshle for the ligh
nammber of infant deaths. The ferct repont of the Abhay Hang commiattee peesented to the siale legeslahore
om 18 December 24 by state healih mimisier Vimal Mundufa staied that 2000 children déed every
vear m rural Modhay Pradesh. excluding the 23 500 kids who die in the fnbal areas. In wrban skums,
56000 children die every year. Acconding to the survey. most of the deoths were caused by mabnutritson
and infection. Mearly #{ per cent of deaths happened due to stillbirth, pneumonda and dhaarhen.

Some years apo, when anoung 4000 tnhal chalifren died i the Halaghai area e to so-called
'malmmrition’, almos no rise in the normal infant monalsy was observed m the 37 forea villeges inzide
the BalaghatKanha Natson Pask. This could be because quite apant from fresh and sale drenkmg waler,
the Bega consmumiiies had access 1o tobers. roos, oreepers, wild fruin. fish, orabs and other such life
suppoating resoances. These commumities will probably have 1o face outvide "competition” as the roads
that have been constnuicted now emable oudsiders in vehickes o enter the very heart af the forest.

BALAGHATRKANHA NATION PARK

BalaghaiKanha Nation Park (MTR) is located m Satpura Hill Banges i Central India. Ia
represents BE Centml Highlands province of The Deccan Penimsula Zome m Indin in the rime habaat of
Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera Tigns). MTR extends over an anea of 167693 Km. of Southern Tropical
Dy Deciduoms Forests buffered by another apgroximate 13 XHem. of Reserve Forests. it harhaours a vishle
population of Tiger (73 - 1998 cstimaie} Supponied by apother 20-25 tigers m the samounding reserve
forests. The area is cabchments to the five major rivers viz. Khandu, Khapna, Sipna. Cadaga and Deodar all
of which arc mbutaries of river Tapti. The Teak (Tectons grandis) dominmed dry deciduous. fovests of
the area harbowrs vanety of fauma and fiom making it one of the prime hipdiversaty repositary im Madhsy
Pradesh State. Acoording o Notification No, WLP-J9TE/E0553A) di. 590985 under the Wildhde
Protectian. Ace. 1972, the PTM was declared as Balaghat Tiger Sanctmry with on area of
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6T 035 Km.. inclodimg ihe area of INsakns-Kolkar Sanctuory. Howewver, (@] 1988 wodding i this
forest area was al large seale and tmbal popedation nsed o work and pet encugh money for their dailby
peeds. These monetary aspects satisfied their muritional sspecis ond 80 even doring rainy season, when

due o excessive mins, roads used 1o pet blocked amd Govermment machmery could not reach the
villagers, we found gradunily more larpe-scole deaths due o malnnintson or diseases.

MSPLACEMENT OF THREE VILLAGES

However, there were 22 villagers sill locwied on the penpheral 7BE 75 5q. Km. land. These 22
villages were proposed 1o be rehabilitaled outside Balaghat Sanctuary and at present no working plan was
mnirpduced i Balaghai foresiry, (pembon is fecing some comsimimis and is not able © genemie e size

ond quamtum of emplyment that @ peeded by the loonl populaiion and which can develbop their
BOMIOIR REpects.

Theee villages, om of 22 villapes haf been displaced from the buffer rone. There were o scnies of
consubintions amonpst pecple from the villages, public officiads and NG0s_ The rehabiliistion commitiee
wns formed which compnsed the represenamives from all above groups. The NCis In consulimbon with
mdivimiz prepared & pehabilitation plan o be oooxidersd before resetilement and rebahiliiniion. The
emporiznt points of thes plan wene:

I. The Panchayst {(Extenzion o Scheduled Area) Act (PESA) gives a mmmber of powers to

comimumities living in wcheduled oreas. Most importmnily, it refes o cosstigotiosl powers
o people in schedubed arens | 5%ith schedoles). Henoe whils relmbilenting commmities from
schedfuled area. it is imgporiant thai-a) the aliernaiyve lnnd shouold be in o s)cheduled area.

Y. The entire resetilemem process shouhbd be camed foreard only in consslintion and afier
receivimg the asweni from Gmm Sabha. The decision taken by the {sram Sabha shall be
bindimg .

Y. The villege shounld be_ ideally, relabilssted with similar ecological conditions.

4. The village should have the status of o revenne village

5. Evernvbuady should be provided with the hosse . place, cultivable land. drinking water, village
scheool, playgrouwsd. elecimcniy, roads, coitle shed, the grazemg lend, myanwadi. b poce
shop, medecal facility, sewage Ene. ioilets. borial ground, Grewood, bioges sysiem;

ti. The follow up process for five vears.

Koha, Kmmd, Bon heve been rehabiliaied af EaporeGimavpar m Aot Tahsil of Akola Dhsimct
March 2030, Each bousehold has been given Bs. 30000 to constroo their hoase along with | hectare
land. They buoili schood for three villepes withoas any teachimg faclity {eachem, sich. The Government
has iodd io resefile m ihe period pear mminy scason, when maEmy of them could ot even consiruct their
leouse . Mamy of their promises are onfuifilled, e.g. Health. sanitagion. infrastmcmme and comsmmem cation -
And povernment is praising this work for nothing. The povernment is im homy o resettle the rernsining
19 villapes shomgh they lavent rehabalitmed the earbier villapes properly and povemment even failed to
fulfall their promises nnd the suggestion and consideraions of Rehabaldaton Comnuiee.

TRIBAL LIFE IN THE PROCESS OF INSPLACEMENT IN BALAGHAT

In 1974, Balnghat was declared pan of the Poogect Tiper Scheme and in 1990 the Government of
Madhey Pradesh officially declared Balaghai os a reserved forest. A direct and sudden comsequence of
this imilaieral decision was the ptd:ul:rlr'tnn upan Bega people o pack up forest prodoce for their oom
DDH:I1.I'II|:I|.I:IFL which is violation of Ar. 25 [CESCR and despiie the stipulstion of the MabGoml Forest
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Poficy 1988 acconfing 1o which “the basic obgective that shoold govern the Matsonal Forest Policy
includes meeting the requirement of fuel wood, fodder, minor forest produce and small timber of the
rural and tribal popufatice®_ The forest depantment contimues o keep the Bega away from any decision
making concerning forest palicy.

Followmng are the main aress conceming the [ife of BegaTnhals affected beonase of

BalaglniKanha MNatwon Park:

I

Absence of means. for livelibood: There are no employment oppormities afler displacemen and
land recerved in compensation s not productives

Lack of access to health care both traditional and moderm (12 ICESCR and 252 CRC)
Government public. health centres, PHC sub-centres and naml bospétals are thers n the
Ealaghatkanha Nabtion Park area but the doctors and other s@ff never remasn in the hospil. Amd
o there are no transpon facilities and rond access o reach from ane village t© mother o &
difffscult 1o provide healih facilitites wighim the requimed time. Becsuse of ban on callectinn of
MFF and mediciml plants # s difficult for the people from Balaghat area to utilize these plants for
medicinal purposes:

Inadeguate natrition: Even the Am. 282c b, Consthstion of Indis ensures adequale mertbon and
minaw forest produce and commumity conirol over naural resounces umfer PESA Panchayas
(Extension fo ihe Scheduled Areas) Act. 1996, The Provisions of the Panchayas {Exiension o the
Scheduled Areas) A, 199%: regarding munor forest produce {MEFF) ond patural resoarce (MR}, B
o provide afivasi control and ownership over MFP and NR in order b0 ensure consmumity
wellheing and ecofopical sustminability by giving them suicnomy with adivasi;

Inagceess o troditional food and outrition which is & viokation of the right to life: The
imtroduction of cash crops in receni vears has farther disnopled the tnbal economy. Crops hike
sovbean and cotvon have been taker over from bocal crops ke kodo. kutks and savaryva, whach
once foamed the basis of the tribals’ yearlong food secarity. I 1s believed that both government and
ncmi-iribal outsiders nsed the lore of money o encourage tnbals to shifl o cash crops;

Prohibstion an collection of MFP ke Tendu, Rosa grass, Gam. Mahaa flowers, Frsis and
Homeyr It has resulsed m nmtrition -deprivation of chilkdren and in g detersormion of Begn's homsing
and mcreasing health haeards. There s & deep conmection between the tnbal economy and minor
forest produce. Access to products |lee mahun (boser mee). 1endu beaf snd edible gum (dink) is o
matier of life and death o the tobals. Smoe the tiger projed begam, the governmeni has been
methodically snapping the lifelme of the trals. Today. they can't colleat forest prodoce m large
puanities io sell. They can't bunt or fish withoot brabing the forest officials. This s a direct annck
o their sell-refiance:

Vailation of Right to be Free From Racial Discrimination: (An 150C00, An | of Cosvention
aguinsi Bacial discrimmination) The disciminstion agninsi the Bega people, ba<ed on their ethmic
ongin, and mullifying the exercise of their economic, social and culumal nghis is veolative of the
comvention against meial discremenation:

Lack ol condition for work: Dacly wages pad are below the mimimmm daily wages:

Neglected Health sector in Balaghat: However, even if the publhc health sysicm were adeguage.
it woold nod be enongh. kb is & medical solution for an economic problem. If you remove people

from their soprce of snsienance, you mast provide them with an alemative. Medical inbervemion
cam save lives bat they cannod deal with pencmbional puintionsal defsciencies, where low birth
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wekghi babies grow mio emaciied and underfed mothers who then predoce low bimth weighi
babges_ li 15 a cycle that cannot be broken by medicines alane;

4. Denind of ol the raghis of the Children 12, nghi io survival, nghi o protecison. ngha o
development omd nght io pamicepation;

10, Descontinuation of Public Detnbuotion Svsiem: In the BalaghatKanha Naison Pork ares s
people from the village are to be displaced, Govermment hes discontmued the supply of varicus
mezeddy items thromgh poblic distriboiem sysiem becavse of thai people are umable to munizn their
file from the imcome they earned;

1l. Nod getting bemefiis of Scheduled Aream Before displocement disploced villages wers
Schedube 6th area of the Indian Consiviution wiach give amd provide vanous benefs o the inbals

bant afier desplacement these disploced willages do noi come under Sclsedule 6th area and are demied
all the: benefss they emoyed belore displacemeni:

12, As compared o other castes, particulorly (ranlies in the area, tribals are more velnerahle to
exploitation ecomomically. socially, polically and psychedogecally: |.Seracy s higher among
the non-inhals (Gaclies) than among the tnbaks. Their soos are thus able o get mny skiflad jobs,
whach the frnibais are unable o do. Becamse of ther gresier exposare o the formal sscior, the
Capdied are befier equipped iban the imbals to nepobiste with the project admmistrstors and
gaovenment officialks;

1. More malonwirtion deaths of the tribal children in the age group of 0-6 years: These mcidenis

of tnbal deaths have become o siercobvpe dmma. Sometime @ remains o poleicnl issue by
oppositean party before elections and the news, pictores are flashed in the matomal and Focal media,
whach ore followed by visits of govermment afficials, high profile minesiers and then afier some
days the news & mare or less forpobsen:

14. Aboat 30 E0s are worldng: Ir toml sboui 3K 500w are workmnyg on d&ferent issues of inbal
people From the arsa. Balaghat area s overcrowded with the mumber of NGO

15, Millions have been pamped in the lsst decade - both by the povernment and NGOk - in bealth
programmes and welflare schemes o avoid such deaths

CONMCLUSION

It 15 pomally assamed thet when previoosly isolsted mbes come ime comtad with the
economically advanced omd poltically more powerful sections of society, their msenal impoversshmens
and socisl disimepration mevitahly follows Land displacement snd comtamimation affect the food sapply
of indigenmes people, increasig the likelibood of malmairstion and starvation.

The crmis is one of absence of Eivebhood and the cheices are oo severe. The forests are
emportant for bumanknd as a whole and not just for those who live in foresis s the argument. These

people can be resettled elsewhere in the imerests of peeserving foresix. It is this hasic premise that has
resudied m the dislocwion of the fives of milkons of tribal commamities throughowt India. In Balaghat, the

sitiation has been acute. And the resmiction on cultivatson of land and collection of meinor forest praduce
mukes thear lefe misemable and whach is reslting inbo deaths and reducing their populations,.

Here the mile of sale & crucial in prolection of rights of Adivass which are epshrined in the
constubion of India. The private players m oredit, market and resource maonagement will be more
explosiative. The siste musi recogmize thai without the ocinee participation of Adrvasis, forest protoction
is impossshle . This will happen if their hasic npeds are given adequate attention by giving their doe shape



m Available online at hitp:/ feawwSajmsedwin.co.in

South Asia dowrnal of Multidisciplinary Stedies SAIMS Janeary 2022 Vol 6, Mol

or equad nghis. H demands greater genumne commundiy foress pestection mitiatnee theowegh Gram Sahha
imnlide domimated Joant Foresi Managensend (1IFM). The state sponsored conperatives of lamibess Adivasis
shiild be w25 mp for the processing and marketing of vanous non-timber forest produce. The resetilemend
ond rehabilsaiion must be done in accordance with begal nomms. without vielating their liman righis.
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