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Part A Introduction

Program: B~ / ‘ Class : B.A. | Year: 4" Year | Session: 2024-25
Research , ‘
L .
Subject: Sociology
1 | Course Code _ A4-SOCI 2D
2 | Course Title Political Sociology
3 | Course Type (Core
Course/Elective/Generic Elective (Group A) DSE- T
Elective/Vocational/ )
4 | Pre-requisite To study this course, student must have had the Sociology

Degree Course

5 | Course Learning outcomes 1. Analyse the relationship between social structures

(CLO) and political ~ processes, demonstrating an
understanding of how societal factors shape|
political behaviour and outcomes.

2. Evaluate key theories and concepts in political
sociology. including but not limited to power,

authority, democracy, citizenship, and
globalization, and apply them to real-world
contexts.

3. Examine the role of social movements and
collective action in influencing political change and
shaping public policies.

4. Critically assess the dynamics of political power,
governance structures, and state-society relations
within diverse political systems.

5. Investigate the impact of inequality, social
stratification, and identity politics on political
participation, representation, and policy outcomes.

6 | Credit Value 04

7 | Total Marks | Max. Marks: 30+70 | Min. Passing Marks:35

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures-Tutorials-Practical (in hours pc:l-' week): L-T-P: 02-00-00=

Unit | Topics | No. of Lectures

»
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Introduction to Political Sociology
e Definition, Nature and Scope of Political
Sociology
e Relationship between Polity and Society
e Political Socialisation: Meaning, Significance and
Agencies

Nation, State and Citizenship
e Public System and governance during the time of
Mahatma Buddha
e Nation & Nationalism
e State & Theories of Origin of the State
e Nation-State & Stateless Nation
e Citizenship & Functions of the State

Keyword- Nation, Nation-building, Political System,
State, Nation-state, Transnational, Polyandry,
Matriarchy. Neo-Liberal, Globalization

12

II

Power and Authority
Kautilya : State & State Craft (Arthshastra)

Max Weber : Authority, Power

[ ]

e Vilfredo Pareto : Elite Theory (Mind and Society)
e Gaetano Mosca : Elite Theory (The Ruling Class)
®
®

C.W. Mills : Elite Theory (The Power Elite)
Pluralist Thesis of Power (Community Power) :
Robert A. Dahl

e Michel Foucaults : Power of Knowledge

Elitism
e Culture - A Marker of Elite Status (Pierre Bordieu)
e Social Networks and Knowledge - Maintenance of
Elitism
e Social Institutions - Reproduction of Elites

Keyword- Power, Authority. Resistance, Politics,
Elite, State. Sovereign power. Disciplinary power.
Power-knowledge, Elite
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I Bureaucracy and Governance 12
e Max Weber : Bureaucracy
e Michel Foucault : Sovereign Power
e Interlinkages between Government, Governance &
Governmentality
e Totalitarianism & Democracy
Segmentary Societies
e Meaning
e Types
e Kinship System
e Segmentary Iribes in India
Keyword- Nazism, Fascism, Clan, Endogamy.
Exogamy, Lineage
v Collective Action 12

e Protest

Agitation

Resistance

Revolution

Political Factions

Civil Society

Pressure Groups and Interest Groups
Millenarian Movements

Social Movement

e Social Movements & its Life Cycle
Herbert Blumer : The Social Unrest Theory
Samuel Stouffer : Relative Deprivation Theory
Neil Smelser : Structural Strain Theory
Charles Tilly : Resource Mobilisation Theory
Anthony Wallace : Revitalization
Types of Social Movements - Turner & Killian,
Horton & Hunt and David Aberle
e (Old & New Social Movement

Keyword-  Tactics, Infra-politics, = Hegemony,
Resource Mobilisation
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Political Processes in India

e Nation. Democracy & Citizenship in India

e Role of Pressure groups and Interest groups in
Indian politics

e Role of Caste, Religion and Language in Indian
politics

e Regionalism and Politics of Ethnicity,
Politicisation of social life

e Role of Mass Media in Politics

e “Media as a Culture Industry” (Adorno &
Horkheimer)

e Political Parties in India

e Characteristics and Significance of Local Self
Government _

e 73rd & 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992

e Social Movements in India (Farmer. Women.
Backward Class. Dalit & Environmental )

Keyword- Local Government, Grassroot Democracy,
Gram Panchayat
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Part C-Learning Resources

Text Books, Reference Books, Other
resources

Suggested Readings:

L,

2.

L0,

11.

12.

13

14.

15.

16.

Nash, Kate. 2010. Changing definitions of politics and power, in Contemporary Political

Sociology, 2nd edition. UK: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 1-42

Wolf, Eric. 1990. ‘Facing Power- Old Insights, New Questions’, American

Anthropologist, New Series, Vol.92. No. 3, pp. 586-596 '

Spencer, Jonathan. 1997. ‘Post-colonialism and the Political Imagination’, The Journal

of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 1-19

Weber, Max. 1978. Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology,

Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 212-254; 262-266

Lukes, Steven. 2005. Power: A Radical View, 2nd edition, Hampshire: Palgrave, pp.14-

49

Foucault, Michel. 2002. ‘The Subject and Power’, in Power: Essential Works of!

Foucault, Vol. 3, ed. James D. Faubion, London: Penguin Books, pp. 326-348

Young, Iris Marion (2014). Five faces of oppression, Philosophical Forum. 19. 270-290.

Bottomore, Tom. 1964. Elites and Society, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, Chs 1,2 &

3 |

Mitchell, Timothy. 1991. *The limits of the State: Beyond Statist approaches and their

critics’, The American Political Science Review. Vol. 85, No.1, pp. 77-96.

Macpherson, C. B. 1966. The Real World of Democracy. Oxford: Clarendon Press. pp.
1-45

Marshall, T.H. 1950. Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays, Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, pp.10-27

Tilly, Charles. 1999. ‘Where Do Rights Come From?’, in Theda Skocpol (ed).

Democracy, Revolution and History, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, pp.55-72

Bailey, F. G. 1968. ‘Para-political Systems’, in M.J. Schwartz (ed). Local Level Politics:

Social and Cultural Perspectives, London: University of London Press, pp.281-94

Gupta, Akhil & K. Sivaramakrishnan (eds). 2011. The State in India after Liberalisation:

Interdisciplinary Perspectives, London & New York: Routledge, Introduction, pp. 1-27

Corbridge, Stuart and John Harriss. 2003. “Transfer of Power? Subaltern Politics, Sites

of Empowerment and the Reshaping of India’s Democracy’, in Reinventing India:

Liberalisation, Hindu Nationalism and Popular Democracy. Delhi: OUP. Pp. 200 - 230

Tarlo, Emma. 2003. Unsettling Memories: Narratives of the Emergency in Delhi, Los

Angeles: University of California Press, pp. 62-93
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Suggested equivalent online courses:

1. https://sde.uoc.ac.in/sites/defaul
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Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:

Maximum Marks : 100

Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 marks University Exam (UE) 70 marks

Internal Assessment :

Evaluation (CCE):30

Continuous Comprehensive

I s T v . -
Class Test Assignment/Presentation

External Assessment :
University Exam Section:
70

Time : 03.00 Hours

Section (B) : Short Questions
Section (C) : Long Questions

Section(A) : Very Short Questions N

30

70

Any remarks/ suggestions:
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2nd edition, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 1-42

Wolf, Eric. 1990. ‘Facing Power- Old Insights, New Questions’. American Anthropologist, New
Series, Vo0l.92, No. 3, pp. 586-396

Spencer, Jonathan. 1997. ‘Post-colonialism and the Political Imagination’, The Journal of the Royal
Anthropological Institute, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 1-19

Weber, Max. 1978. Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology. Berkeley: University
of California Press, pp. 212-254: 262-266

Lukes, Steven. 2005. Power: A Radical View, 2nd edition, Hampshire: Palgrave, pp.14-49
Foucault, Michel. 2002. *The Subject and Power’, in Power: Essential Works of Foucault, Vol. 3, ed.
James D. Faubion, London: Penguin Books, pp. 326-348

Young, Iris Marion (2014). Five faces of oppression, Philosophical Forum. 19. 270-290.
Bottomore, Tom. 1964. Elites and Society, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, Chs 1,2 & 3
Mitchell, Timothy. 1991. ‘The limits of the State: Beyond Statist approaches and their critics’, The
American Political Science Review, Vol. 85, No.1, pp. 77-96.

Macpherson, C. B. 1966. The Real World of Democracy, Oxford: Clarendon Press, pp. 1-45
Marshall, T.H. 1950. Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, pp.10-27

Tilly, Charles. 1999. “Where Do Rights Come From?’, in Theda Skocpol (ed). Democracy,
Revolution and History, Ithaca: Cornell University Press. pp.55-72

Bailey, F. G. 1968. ‘Para-political Systems’, in M.J. Schwartz (ed). Local Level Politics: Social and
Cultural Perspectives, London: University of London Press, pp.281-94

Gupta, Akhil & K. Sivaramakrishnan (eds). 2011. The State in India after Liberalisation:

a. Interdisciplinary Perspectives, London & New York: Routledge, Introduction, pp. 1-27
Corbridge, Stuart and John Harriss. 2003. “Transfer of Power? Subaltern Politics, Sites of
Empowerment and the Reshaping of India’s Democracy’, in Reinventing India: Liberalisation, Hindu
Nationalism and Popular Democracy. Delhi: OUP. Pp. 200 - 230
Tarlo, Emma. 2003. Unsettling Memories: Narratives of the Emergency in Delhi, Los Angeles:
University of California Press, pp. 62-93
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